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Abstract 
This paper examines the role women play in promoting language skills in 
primary school children. For effective manpower development, language is 
very important. The primary level of education is chosen for this write-up 
because it is the bedrock of educational attainment. Women being closest to 
their children stand a good chance of imbibing language skills in children 
from home, so women education becomes a necessity. Recommendations 
are made towards improving the quality of education for the benefit of all. 

Introduction 
The concept, education has been variously defined by many people. Generally, education is 

seen as the key to human development. Citing the New Lexicon Webster's Dictionary of English 
Language (1991), Mamman (2002) defines education as an "introductory or training by which people 
(generally) learn to develop and use their mental, moral and physical power." She further notes that to be 
educated means to look out for new knowledge, experience, ideas, skills and physical development and 
above all self-actualisation. Education provides one with skills, which will be useful for an individual 
to live a productive life. The National Policy on education (1998) states that to be educated means the 
"acquisition of appropriate skills, abilities and competences both mental and physical as the equipment 
for the individual to live in and contribute to the development of his society". It further states the 
importance of education thus: 

It has to be geared towards self-realization, better human relationship, 
individual and national efficiency and effective citizenship, national 
consciousness, national unity, as well as towards social, cultural, economic, 
scientific and technological progress (P. 4). 

All the above definitions, thus far point to one important concept - development most 
especially of the individual, which will in turn affect other life's aspects - social, cultural, economic, 
physical, and even of the nation. Eya (2002) notes that development is a multi-dimensional process. 
Development means raising of peoples' standard of living and the upliftment of their life. Without 
education this cannot be possible. Language is the most important tool in which education can be 
acquired and expressed. This is so because language is used to learn all school subjects in order to 
become an engineer, a doctor, pharmacist, teacher, pilot, editor and many others. Akporiherhe (2000) 
citing Sapir (1970) defines language as: 

A purely human and non-instinctive method of communicating ideas, 
emotions and desires by means of voluntarily produced symbols. It is the 
toll of significant experience. 

From the above, it can be seen that the home is the first social environment into which a child is 
born. Nwagwu (2003) confirms that the family takes care of the child's physical, emotional and 
spiritual development. Crystal (1996) notes that "Language acquisition has been thought of as a 
process of imitation and reinforcement. Children learn to speak by copying the utterances, words 
around them and having their responses strengthened by the repetitions, corrections and other 
reactions adults provide". Since women, by virtue of the unique God given roles bestowed on them as 
the principal agent in the process of moulding the behavioural tendencies of the children, the 
education of women becomes a necessity. This paper therefore examines the roles of women in 
promoting language skills in primary school children for manpower development. The primary school 
is chosen for this write-up because it is the foundational basis for any educational attainment. 

 



Conceptual Perspectives 
Manpower Development: Development as a concept is usually defined in terms of 

economic growth but within the concept of this paper, it will be seen as the improvement of 
human resources. Eya (2002) notes that manpower development is the development of the 
individual. Development has to do with all facets of human life. It means the significant 
changes that transform an individual's life. 

This change could be social, educational, economical and politic changes. When an 
individual is developed, things such as poverty, disease, prostitution, armed robbery and other 
societal vices will be reduced. Citing Okafor, Okeem and Moremi (1998), Eya (2002) further 
argues that development is more than constituting the gross national income or income per 
capita of a nation but is mainly not about index numbers of national income and its growth, 
not about development of a country, but its is about the development of the human beings. 
Citing Harbinson (1973), he further observes thus: 

Human resources constitute basis for the wealth of nations. 
Capital and natural resources are passive factors of production 
which human resources are the active agents who accumulate 
capital, exploit natural resources, build social, economic and 
political organisations and carry forward national development (P, 
21). 

Real development is the development of human beings. When an individual is 
educated, then actual development conies in because the education he has acquired is for the 
future. In agreement with the above, Akande (2002) citing Ukeje (1999) notes that 
development encourages experiences, experimentation, rationality, creativity, industry and 
self-reliance. To him, self-reliance which is the keyword in development could be seen as the 
necessary determination, capacity, willingness and the determination of people either 
collectively or individually to determine and initiate programmes and ensure that the goals of 
the programmes either of the individual, community and national development is 
achieved.-When the manpower is developed through education, technological revolution, 
initiative, creativity, hard work will be enhanced. 

Language Skill: Language is an important instrument which members of a given community 
express their thoughts. It is a unique quality of man. Citing Naldman (1971), Azikiwe 
(1998) defines Language as a "system of articulated sounds organised by human thoughts 
and used by a group of humans for purposes of communication". It plays an important role 
in human life. Language is not about being able to talk only, it is being able to communicate. 
It is about being able to express our thoughts, feelings and emotions. Apart from talking, we 
can express our thoughts also by reading, 
writing and signing. 

Language has a number of functions in our daily life. It is used for social interaction; 
it has the power of sounds, the control of reality, recording of facts, the instruments of 
thought and expression of reality (Crystal, 1996; Tassoni, Beith, Edridge and Gough, 2000). 
The development of ideas, manpower, scientific advancement and economic development are 
made possible by education but implemented through language. To this end, Akporherhe 
(2003) quoting Gladstone et al (1969) asserts that "language is the medium of education". In 
Nigeria, English language is medium of communication. It is the medium of instructions in 
school right from the primary to tertiary. 

Commenting on the use of English as a language, Obanya et al (1987) in Akporherhe 
(2003) characterised English thus: 

The language of commerce and the law, of politics and 
administration, education and of culture at all levels above the 
locale. An adequate knowledge of English is an indispensable 
requirement for anyone to rise above or to live in any wider 
context than the village. 

English Language plays an important role in our national life. In spite of its 
importance, the performance of English Language at the primary level is unfortunately low 



because the desired skills and competencies have not been acquired (Omojuwa, R.A. 1989; in 
Udom, 2002; and Akande, 2000). 
 
Language learning entails acquisition of four basic skills - speaking, listening, reading and writing. The four 
language skills are interwoven. Language skills are further divided into receptive and productive skills. While 
listening and reading belong to receptive, speaking and writing belong to productive skills. For the purpose of 
this paper, each of these skills will be looked into briefly. 

Speaking Skills: Speaking is the act of expressing ideas, thoughts, feelings, values using words. It is a 
verbal form of communication. Azikiwe (1998) notes that it is the major objective of learning language. 
Obanya (1982) in Azikiwe (1998) lists the reasons why speaking skills are above others as follows:- 

Speech is a natural way in which every normal child shows that he/she understands his 
environment. 
Writing is a representation of the spoken word. This means that speech makes writing easy. 
While every language has a spoken form, some languages do not have written form thus  
showing the supremacy of the speaking. 
A greater part of an individual's every day activities involve speech. Whatever one's age, his 
calling in life and wherever he may be, he talks more of the time than writing or reading. 

The distinctive feature that distinguishes man from other animals is his unique endowment of speech. 
Yusuf (2001) lists the speaking skills to include - the acquisition of the sound patterns of the language, 
knowledge of stress, intonation, and pronunciation. Others include - to possess the knowledge of and the 
manipulation of grammar, vocabulary. These skills are needed for effective language communication to take 
place. The following factors determine effective speaking - correct pronunciation, good voice clarity, 
language and audience (Yusuf, 2001). 

Writing Skills: Writing involves the ability to put down thoughts, experiences, feelings on paper. It is a form 
of communication. Digga (2001) asserts that writing has not been given its place of prominence 
investment like reading. And yet our educational system recognises writing as a social instrument, Ibrahim 
(1999) citing Rivers Temperley (1978 : 263) defines writing as the: 

use of orthographic symbols to express human awareness, abstraction and control 
thereby depicting writing as a higher function of human consciousness. 

Writing is the putting together of one's feelings and thoughts for the purpose of transmission for 
acquisition of knowledge to others and enjoyment of others. It is the most common form of assessing 
educational objectives. Ibrahim (1999) sees writing as a life - long skill which makes a writer more 
confident. 

Listening Skills: Listening skills are also regarded as audio skills, Akande (2000) states that listening and 
speaking are regarded as two primary skills of any language. Ibrahim, Ahmed and Yusuf (1999) citing 
Adetugbo (1997) define listening as the ability to identify and understand what another is saying. This 
means that ability to understand a speaker's accent, grammar and vocabulary and the meaning is effective 
listening. Listening is a prerequisite to speaking. One has to listen correctly to another person before he can 
interpret into speech and written symbols what he has heard. Effective listening skills therefore entail listening 
carefully, getting the message or information that is meant for the listener quickly, evaluating the message and 
responding accordingly (Ibrahim, Ahmed & Yusuf, 1999). 

Reading Skills: Reading has been variously defined by many. Some of these definitions 
view reading a£ a mechanical process and a thoughtful process, (Udom, 2002). It is 
generally believed that one of the reasons students perform poorly at school is because they 
cannot read. This view point is shared by Ntia (1990) as cited by Uwah (1992) that "a good 
reading ability is a prerequisite for good academic performance". Supporting the above, 
Rushby (1974) as cited in Uwah (1992) asserts that "inability to read is a major factor in 
educational failure and seriously influence the child's attitude to school. To this end, 
Anderson and Lapp (1988) in Udom (2002) view reading as the process of perceiving, 
interpreting and evaluating printed materials. Reading skills are very important to be 
developed in children as early as possible - right from home. 

Developing reading skills starts with the child's readiness for reading. Readiness is 



affected by a lot of factors such as physical, social, mental, emotional, experiential, 
environmental, sensory and motor levels of maturity. Other skills are:- Visual, auditory, 
speech and attitudinal skills, (Wario, 1989); in Udom, 2002). 

Women Education: A lot has been written about the need to have the girl-child, vis-a-vis 
women, educated since the 1985 - 1995 United Nations Decade for Women and the 1990 
World Conference on Education for All, which focused international attention to promote 
education for girls and women. Similarly, the United Nations Women Conference in Beijing 
also presented a strong case in favour of women education in order to promote and to improve 
their access to health and education (Udom and Dangana, 2003). 

Osanyin (2001) citing Readers' Digest 18 of 1987 notes that the education of women 
is one of the critical determinants of children's health, welfare and development. She 
highlights ways in which the education of women (mothers) affect the welfare and 
development of children as follows:- 

- Educated women (mothers), even those who have exposure to limited educational 
experiences 
are more receptive to and more able to take advantage of strategies and programmes 
designed 
to enhance the psycho-social development and the life chances of children. 

- Mothers exposed to education provide their children with useful norms of learning 
and 
interaction   and   create   a   favourable   environment   for   their   children's   
psychological development, transmitting useful and shaping children and behaviour in 
an adaptable way. 

The above only goes to support a popular adage that "if you train a man, you train 
an individual, but if you train a woman, you train a nation". Quality education for woman 
in large numbers remains the answer for effective manpower development of the nation 
for better development of ideas, economic, physical, technological development both of 
individuals and the nation. 

The Primary Level: The primary level of education is for children from age 6 - 12. It is 
regarded as the foundation and the most important level of the education system. It is at this 
stage that one's educational pursuit is laid. The National Policy on Education (1998) states 
that since the rest of the educational system is built upon it, the primary level is the key to the 
success or failure of the system. The objectives of the primary level of education as stated by 
NPE are as follows:- 

- The inculcation of permanent literacy and numeracy and the ability to 
communicate 
effectively. 

- The laying of a basis for scientific and reflective thinking. 
- Citizenship education as a basis for participation in and contribution to the society. 
- Character and moral training and the development of sound attitudes. 
- Development in the child the ability to adapt to the changing environment. 
- Giving the child opportunities for developing manipulative skills that will enable 

him 
function within the limit of his capacity. 

- Promoting basic tools for further advancement, including preparation for trades and crafts in 
the locality. 

The above stated objectives, if followed, lay a solid foundation for effective 
manpower development. 

The Role of Women in Promoting Language Skills for Manpower Development 

Women have a unique role as mothers that is innate and specially given by God. Nobody teaches a woman 
how to exhibit these roles. It is a gift of God to humanity, they form an indispensable tool for nurturing, 
moulding human lives into good citizens and training for manpower development. Manpower cannot be 



developed if the right foundation has not been laid from home. The education of the child is preparation for 
life, so the home as represented by parents plays the greatest role. Ajoke (2000) asserts that mothers impart 
knowledge easily to their children more than any other person because of the established confidence, love, 
trust that are already in existence between them from birth. They (women) in the families are charged with 
the training, education and socialization of children. They provide psychological, mental, physical and 
economic support to their children being that they are the closest person to them, they spend whatever little 
time available to them with the children. They motivate children to become useful members of the society, 
and also to themselves. 

The language skills enumerated earlier in this paper start from home. Akande (2000) confirms the 
above and notes that a child listens to his parents' use of language before making meaningful speech sounds 
which later develop into words, extends to phrases and clause formation. By the time a child gets to primary 
school, he is confronted with an entirely new environment, experience, new language for most pupils since 
English Language is the medium of communication and instruction in Nigerian schools. Most children at the 
primary school have exposure to English Language for the first time when they start school, since they do not 
hear the language very often, so they have limited words to use. (Akande, 2000). This perhaps explains 
why some primary school children have difficulty in the subject, some cannot even identify the letters of the 
alphabets beyond the letter 'F' (Omojuwa, 1991). 

Many writers have asserted that what children learn during the early age cast long shadows on the 
child's future since this is the formative and most impressionable period of the child where the basic 
foundations of the child personality is laid (Akande, 2000; Nwagwu, 2003; Osanyin, 2001; Yusuf, 2001). 
From the educational point of view, from this period, patterns of growth are established and the child makes 
adjustment to societal norms and standards. 

Motivation, imitation and reinforcement are very important concepts in language learning (Crystal, 
1996; Duntoye, 1999 and Tassoni, Beith, Eldridge & Gough, 2000). Duntoye (1999) citing Carroll (1963) 
maintains that perseverance is an important factor in language learning. He rates it even higher than 
intelligence. Tassoni, Beith, Edridge and Gough (2000) provide a reason for this. That due to a mother's 
close contact with children, they listen to what children are saying, she corrects their grammar by echoing back 
their sentences correctly. This is done repeatedly until the child is able to say the sentence, pronunciation or 
reading correctly. This is made possible because the mother is educated. An illiterate mother does not know if 
the child is saying the correct thing or not. 

Children's method of communication depends to a large extent upon parents (mothers). This is 
because the home provides models of pronunciation and grammatical usage. Fatola and Kayode (1999) 
citing Slumar (1965) and Chomsky (1965) note that behaviourists, biologists and linguistics are unanimous 
on the importance of child's background in language acquisitions. This is because the child borrows much of 
its vocabulary from the language of his/her parents, though frequently, it contains child's own words. 

The correction of children's language is subject to the education and exposure of the mother. In a 
study conducted by Fatola & Kayode (1999) to show the relationship between parental socio-economic 
status and language acquisition by children, the authors when comparing the results with other findings like 
that of Tulkin and Kogan (1972) discovered that middle socio-economic mothers initiated more vocalization, 
followed and imitated their children's vocalization with comments and praised them, whereas the general 
attitude of the low socio-economic mother seemed to be that it was not important to talk to children until they 
could talk. The authors further note that Bernstein (1961) found the close interaction between middle 
socio-economic mothers and their children give their children not only to know more but also opportunity to 
acquire a rich vocabulary, logical structures of sentences patterns and increased verbal ability. The 
researchers also discovered that as the children move from one class to the next, they progress up to higher 
classes. The researchers also claim that the area where the study was conducted, parents with high 
socio-economic status send their children to private Nursery / Primary schools while the study was conducted 
using public primary schools. 

It should be pointed out that there are cases where children whose mothers are not literate but they still 
excel in their academic pursuits but evidences as cited earlier in this work show that background 
knowledge is very important because such children in most cases started school later in life and age too plays 
an important role in academic achievement. 

A woman who is exposed to education will provide a learning environment for the children at that 
level by making available reading materials in order to stimulate the cognitive abilities of the children. 
Stimulating the cognitive abilities of the children will lead to creativity, inquiry in children. 

 



Also, other language skills such as correct pronunciation, clarity, good voice, assessment, listening 
carefully to get the messages, writing skills would be taught to the children by using strikes, circle and 
even figures. 

Recommendations 
1. Language skills are developed through various activities especially at home. Mothers should 

provide such an environment for their children being the closest to them. 
2. The Government and those in-charge of providing education must be aware of their enormous 

responsibilities and put in place facilities, well equipped laboratories, libraries in primary 
schools so that whatever efforts made by mothers at home would be consolidated at school. 

3. Training and re-training of people in various professions to keep abreast with happenings in 
the world. Workshops, short regular refresher courses, conferences should be encouraged by 
employers of labour in order to contribute their quota to national development. 

4. Priority should be given to quality women education so that they will be well equipped and 
alert to imbibe the four basic language skills in children from home so that by the time they 
got to school, language learning would not be difficult. 

Conclusion 
This paper took a look at the role of women in promoting language skills in primary school 

children for effective manpower development. Manpower development is the development of the 
individual. When an individual is developed, it will lead to economic and technological development 
of a nation. Quality of life will be improved. 

The women spend most of their available time with the children, so quality women education 
should be encouraged to enable children acquire the basic necessary skills for language learning. The 
primary education being the bedrock of the educational system should be given topmost priority. 
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